Minutes
146th Meeting of the South Carolina Plant Management Council
SCDES – Main Office & Microsoft Teams
2600 Bull St., Rm. 4380, Columbia, SC 29201
Thursday, March 13th, 2025, 10:00am

Attendees:
Council Members: (In Person) Julie Holling, Willie Simmons, Chad Altman, Stacy Scherman, (Microsoft Teams) Bill Marshall, Casey Moorer, Chris Stout, Tammy Lognion, Adam Leaphart
Guests: (In Person) Matt Baumann, Riley Eldridge, Jay Tenney, Erin Tucker, Ashley Graham, Myra Reece, Jennifer Hughes, Steve Meyer, Jason Bettinger (Microsoft Teams) Chad Holbrook, Jason Thompson

1. Call to Order of 146th Meeting
Chairman Holling called the 146th meeting of the South Carolina Aquatic Plant Management Council (Council) to order at 10:05 am. Notice of the meeting was posted and distributed as required by law. She provided a few reminders about how the meeting would be run and that it was being recorded. All notes and recordings are subject to FOIA. She noted that most of the votes would be roll call votes and she would abstain unless there was a tie. She welcomed everyone and introduced South Carolina Department of Environmental Services (SCDES) Interim Director, Myra Reece.
Director Reece introduced herself and wanted to show her support of the Aquatic Nuisance Plant Program (ANP) as well as the Council. She noted the uniqueness that the members of the Council represent state agencies and felt that this Council is truly a collaborative effort. Mrs. Reece spoke of her plans to join Ms. Holling and the ANP out in the field to get a better understanding of how the program is run. Ms. Holling thanked Director Reece and had all other meeting participants introduce themselves.

2. Review and Approval of the Minutes of the January 22nd, 2025 (145th) Council Meeting
Ms. Holling called for comments on the minutes. There were none. Ms. Holling called for a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Simmons made the motion, seconded by Ms. Moorer. Ms. Graham called a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Public Comment Period
Ms. Holling called for public comment. There was none.

4. Discussion and Response to Public Comments
Ms. Holling noted that no comments were received on the Draft Plan, so no response was needed. She asked Ms. Moorer if they received any comments. Ms. Moorer said they did not. The Santee Cooper staff did meet with the chair of the Waterfowl Advisory, but no concerns were received. 

5. Review and Approval of 2025 Draft Plan for Final Approval
Ms. Holling called for any corrections to the Draft Plan. Before this meeting and after the draft was posted, she made corrections to Appendix B and the Table of Contents. Charleston Water requested two changes to the Back River/Bushy Park Reservoir section. One was for the removal of the requirement to check herbicide concentrations after applying diquat within 1600 feet of the intake, as the previous sentence states that the application of diquat would be outside of this radius. The other was that no herbicide applications would be done within 1000 feet of the intake and Charleston Water would arrange a plant harvester for any needs in that area. Ms. Moorer requested to add diquat to the agents used for hydrilla management. Ms. Holling asked if there were any other changes. There being none, she called for a motion to approve the Draft with the stated changes. Mr. Altman made the motion. Ms. Moorer seconded the motion. Ms. Graham called a roll call vote, and the motion passed unanimously.

6. New Business
Ms. Holling called for new business. There was none. She asked if the Council agreed with having just two meetings per year, or if we needed to add a fall meeting back to the schedule. She didn’t really see the need for a fall meeting, but we could potentially have a field trip if desired. Ms. Moorer stated that it may be difficult to get all the Council members out, however the invitation stands for Council members to join Santee Cooper staff on regular days. Ms. Holling asked if there was any additional business. There was none.

7. Adjournment
Ms. Holling asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Simmons made the motion. Ms. Scherman seconded the motion. Ms. Holling call the motion to a vote, and the motion passed unanimously. Meeting was adjourned at 10:23am. 
