SCDES Dam Safety Program Permitting Process
pursuant to Act No. 69 of the 126th Session of the SC General Assembly
(effective July 1, 2025)

Act No. 69, Part IB, Section 55.26. (DES: Permitting Timeframes) Except for Energy Infrastructure Projects, which are defined as the construction, placement,
authorization, or removal of energy infrastructure including, but not limited to, electric transmission and generation assets, natural gas transmission assets, and all
associated or appurtenant infrastructure and activities, including communications and distribution infrastructure, the Department of Environmental Services will issue a
decision on a completed application for a permit no later than ninety days after the date the application is received by the department. The department may require a
preapplication meeting with the applicant to establish milestones within the review period prior to commencing the ninety-day review period. The department and
applicant may mutually agree in writing to extend the ninety-day review period. Such agreement shall be in writing and state a specific date on when the extension will
end. The department shall not stop, stay, or otherwise alter the review period without such written agreement with the applicant.
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What is a Preapplication Meeting (PAM)? e constng engheer S

A PAM is a meeting between the applicant (dam

owner), the applicant's consulting engineer, and
Department staff once a project has been fully
scoped but before signficiant effort is put into

developing the final permit application. The

Schedule PAM with

purpose of a preapplication meeting is to What is a Project Timeline Agreement (PTA)?
determine what elements of a permit application A PTA is a signed agreement between SCDES and the applicant
are/are not applicable given a particular type of that states a review period exceeding 90-days is acceptable to
project and specific circumstances of the subject both parties and provides the date that the extended review
dam. period ends.
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What constitutes a "Complete Permit Application"?
(See R.72-3. Permitting Procecures and
Requirements.)

1. Preapplication Meeting (PAM) has been held

2. Fully completed Form D 2602 (Final Permit
Application)

3. Engineer's Design Report, Plans, and
Specifications (may be combined or separated)

4. Emergency Action Plan prepared by Engineer
(required for new construction or alteration that
raises/lowers height of dam, normal pool elevation,
emergency spillway elevation, etc)
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