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June 17, 2026 
 
VIA CERTIFIED (RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED) & FIRST-CLASS MAIL  
9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2418 36      9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2419 73  
Elizabeth S Outlaw 

 
 

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2418 43 
Deborah Bailey  

  
   

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2418 67 
Michael Y and Carolyn H 
Horton Joint Survivorship 

  
   

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2418 98 
Van A Johnson Jr and Elizabeth A Johnson  

  
  

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2419 04 
2.40 Tract C, LLC 
c/o Lauren Baker, Registered Agent  

  
   

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2419 28 
Suzanne Slocum and Travis Ogden  

  
  

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2419 42 
Sheridan S Oxley  

  
   

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2419 66 
Dianne C Hartis  

  
   

 
 
 

George T and Margaret S Cracraft Joint 
Survivorship  

  
  

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2419 80 
Mary Hurst  

  
   

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2420 00 
Edward D and Pearl W Nester Joint 
Survivorship  

  
   

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2420 17 
Dana Baxter  

  
  

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2420 24 
John M Deal Jr and Annah J Deal  

  
  

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2420 48 
James J Ottow and C G Ottow Joint 
Survivorship  

  
   

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2420 62 
Beverly Harris  

  
  

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2420 79 
Lisa B Bradley  
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9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2420 86 
Jacob and Nikki Garwood  

  
  

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2420 93 
Sunnyhill Northlake, Inc. 
c/o Robert J. Sheheen, Registered Agent 
1111 Church Street 
Camden, SC 29020 

9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2421 09 
Brandon Traynham  

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Subject: Inspection of UPPER SUNNY HILL POND DAM, SCD02523, Kershaw County, High 
Hazard Class 
 
Dear Owners: 
 
The South Carolina Department of Environmental Services (the Department/SCDES) inspected your 
dam on April 22, 2026 and the report of that inspection is enclosed. Please review it closely.  Dam 
Safety Program staff are available to discuss the results of the inspection with you.  A summary of 
the inspection report is as follows: 

 
Inspection Summary 

 
Overall Rating:  Unsatisfactory 

 
Repair Activities Requiring a Permit 

• All necessary repairs and/or alterations to be determined by the completion of a detailed 
inspection performed by a licensed Professional Engineer registered in South 
Carolina.  Observations that indicate the dam is apparently unsafe and a danger to life or 
property include: 

o Sinkholes and voids on the crest and upstream slope. 
o Signs of a compromised primary spillway outfall conduit including a sinkhole in 

proximity to conduit alignment and buildup of sediment beyond conduit outlet in the 
downstream pond. 

o Erosion on the downstream slope. 
o Trees and stumps larger than 4” in diameter. 

 
Maintenance Activities NOT Requiring a Permit 

• Full maintenance requirements to be determined by the completion of a detailed inspection 
performed by a licensed Professional Engineer registered in South Carolina.  Activities that 
should be implemented immediately include but are not necessarily limited to:  
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o Remove debris from the blocked riser structure.  
o Brush, woody vegetation, and trees less than 4” in diameter should be cut and removed.  
o Grass cover should be established on the upstream and downstream slopes.  

 
Monitoring Activities 

• Monitor the condition of the sinkholes and voids. 
• Monitor the Primary spillway for debris. 
• Monitor the water level. 
• Monitor the health of the large trees. 

 
Dam Hazard Class Review 

• Hazard class should: stay the same. 
 

Emergency Action Plan (EAP) 
• This dam does not have an approved and current EAP on file with the Department. Under 

state law, all High and Significant Hazard dams must have an up-to-date EAP. Please contact 
desresponse@des.sc.gov for information on how to satisfy the EAP requirement and for 
assistance in developing or revising an EAP for this dam. 

 

Your dam is currently a High-hazard (i.e., a Class 1) dam and its overall condition was assessed as 
“Unsatisfactory”. This rating means “A dam safety deficiency is recognized that requires immediate or 
emergency remedial action for problem resolution.” Failure to maintain the dam in a safe condition is 
a violation of the SC Dams and Reservoirs Safety Act, S.C. Code Ann. 49-11-110, et seq., (2008).  An 
Inspection and Repair Order requires a Detailed Inspection to be performed by a licensed 
Professional Engineer registered in South Carolina, and that the results of the Detailed Inspection shall 
form the basis for a permit application to repair or remove the dam.  The consequences of non-
compliance with a Department-issued order may include the assessment of civil penalties pursuant 
to the S.C. Dams and Reservoir Safety Act, S.C. Code Ann. 49-11-110, et seq. (2008) and Regulation 72-
1, et seq. (2012). 
 
Based on these observed conditions, the Department has determined that the dam in its current 
condition is unsafe and a danger to life and property. This matter is being 
referred to the Department’s Water Pollution Enforcement Section for further review with a 
recommendation to issue an Inspection and Repair Order as a next step in ensuring the unsafe 
condition of the dam is resolved.  
 
Should you have questions regarding the content of this letter or wish to discuss any of the findings 
contained herein, please feel free to contact me at (803) 896-9548, or by email at 
Ryan.Sullivan@des.sc.gov. 
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Sincerely, 

 
Ryan D. Sullivan 
Dam Safety Regional Engineering Associate 
 
Enclosure:  UPPER SUNNY HILL POND DAM (SCD02523) Preliminary Inspection 
  List of Engineers 
 
cc:   City of Camden c/o Matt Dewitt, City Manager (via email to: ) 
 South Lake, Inc., c/o Ben Mingo, Registered Agent, 218 Leonard Circle, Camden, SC 

29020 via certified mail 9214 8969 0099 9790 1428 2421 61 (also via email to: 
) 

 
 



UPPER SUNNY HILL POND DAM

Inspector: Ryan Sullivan
D2523

Start Date: 04/23/2026    Completed Date: 05/07/2026    

Dams Preliminary Inspection Form
Inspection Information

4/22/20261. Date of Inspection

GPS Latitude:
GPS Longitude:

GPS Altitude:
GPS Orientation:

Photo Taken: 04/22/2026 10:06:00 AM
34.290730555555555
-80.62569444444443
84.75 meters
1 degrees

GPS Latitude:
GPS Longitude:

GPS Altitude:
GPS Orientation:

Photo Taken: 04/22/2026 10:07:00 AM
34.290730555555555
-80.62569444444443
84.75 meters
1 degrees

Ryan Sullivan, Benjamin Gray
2. Inspector(s) Present

3A. Dam Owner or Representative Present?

Name Address Phone Email Role

3B. Owner/Representative Contact Information

Embankment4. Type of Dam

5. Is this a follow-up inspection?

5/07/2026 8:57 AM 1Question/Section triggered based on another answer

















































UPPER SUNNY HILL POND DAM

Inspector: Ryan Sullivan
D2523

Start Date: 04/23/2026    Completed Date: 05/07/2026    

Downstream Hazard Check
5B. Do any of the potentially impacted roads have average daily 
traffic counts greater than 400 cars/day?

Comments:
Knights Hill Road

6. Public utilities located downstream?

7. Should the dam be considered for reclassification?

8. Additional Comments Related to the Dam's Hazard Classification

Current high hazard classification is appropriate.
Inspection Summary

Unsatisfactory1. Overall Condition

2. Will repair deadlines be set as a result of this inspection?

DAMMAINTREP
Violation Determined: 04/24/2026

3. Will maintenance deadlines be set as a result of this inspection?

4. Final Comments

Engage a Professional Engineer to:
- Evaluate and repair the sinkholes and voids on the crest and upstream slope.
- Evaluate and repair the primary spillway and conduit.
- Repair the erosion on the downstream slope.
- Develop and implement a tree management plan for trees (and decaying stumps) greater than 4" in 
diameter.
Remove debris from the blocked riser structure.
Brush, woody vegetation, and trees less than 4" in diameter should be cut and removed.
Grass cover should be established on the upstream and downstream slopes.
The water level should be safely dropped and maintained at a lower elevation.
Monitor condition of the sinkholes and voids.
Monitor the primary spillway for debris.
Monitor the water level.
Monitor the health of the large trees.
Develop and submit an updated Emergency Action Plan.  Please contact desresponse@des.sc.gov for 
assistance.

5/07/2026 8:57 AM 25Question/Section triggered based on another answer





Violation List
UPPER SUNNY HILL POND DAM (D2523)

DescriptionForm Determined Sec. #

Dams Preliminary 
Inspection Form

Old one page document on file with the Department.  All high 
hazard dams are required to have an updated EAP on file with 
the Department.  Please contact desresponse@des.sc.gov for 
assistance in developing one.

4/24/2026 Reference: DAMREPORT

Dams Preliminary 
Inspection Form

4/24/2026 Reference: DAMMAINTREP

5/07/2026 8:57 AM 27




