
Upper Sunnyhill 
Dam Community 
Meeting

January 14, 2026 @ 6:30 PM

Please sign in!



Agenda
Å Start @ 6:30 PM

ÅWelcome and Introductions (~5 mins)

Å Background (~15 mins)

Å Report on Current Condition (~15 mins)

Å Possible Solutions (~20 mins)

ÅQuestion and Answer (~30 mins)

Å Discussion (~30 mins)

Å Adjourn



Welcome and 
Introductions
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Introductions

ÅJohn McCain, P.E., Section Manager, Dam Safety 

Section, SC Department of Environmental Services

ÅMatt DeWitt, City Manager, City of Camden

ÅJoseph Haas, P.E., Michael Baker International

ÅBrian Motley, Assistant District Maintenance 

Engineer, SC Department of Transportation



Background
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Location

ÅSunnyhill Community 
(developed late 1960s)

ÅApprox. 3 miles north of 
downtown Camden

ÅLight blue is watershed 
(115 acres)

ÅDark blue is breach 
inundation zone

DAM
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Watershed

Dam

Sunnyhill Drive

(S-560)
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Background

ÅDam Name: Upper Sunnyhill Pond Dam

ÅAlternate Names: Sunnyhill Upper Pond 
Dam, Sunny Hill Number 1 Dam

ÅState-Federal Dam Number: SCD02523

ÅYear Constructed: 1964 (USACE)

ÅYear Regulated: 1979 (initial inventory)

ÅDesigned by: Sheddie Tetterton, RLS

ÅHazard Classification: High

ÅReason for Hazard Classification:
In the event of failure, dam would potentially 
inundate homes on Leonard Circle and overtop 
roads (Sunnyhill Drive and Knights Hill Road)

ÅDam Height: ~15 feet (USACE)

ÅDam Length: ~495 feet (USACE)

ÅCrest Width: 46 feet (USACE)

ÅDam Max Storage: ~174 acre-ft (USACE)

ÅWatershed size: 0.18 sq. mi. (115.2 ac.)

ÅImpounded stream: Unnamed tributary 
to Wateree River

ÅRoad on Dam: Sunnyhill Drive (State 
Secondary Route S-560)

ÅLast Department Inspection: July 8, 2024

ÅInspection Rating: Poor
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Construction of Dam

1964 1969

Image Source: https://digital.library.sc.edu/collections/south-carolina-aerial-photograph-indexes-1937-1989/
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Initial Inspection

ÅUS Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), August 1979
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ϥnitial ϥnspection (contɅd)
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DAM
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36ò Corrugated Metal Pipe (CMP)

Drop Inlet

DAM

Upstream Downstream
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Intervening Years (1979 ɀ 2001)

Å Dec 1979 - Dam purportedly originally owned by Sunnyhill, Inc. Sheddie Tetterton  is sent 
USACE inspection report as ɈPresidentɉ of ɈSunny Hill Corporationɉ

Å Feb 1980 ɀ Dam Safety Program sends copies of inspection report to Tetterton , Hurst, 
Green, West, Ford and Hendrix. All deny responsibility for dam.

Å Dec 1980 - Dam Safety Program requests SC Attorney General assistance in determining 
ownership

Å 10-year gap in timeline

Å Jan 1991 - Dam Safety Program again requests SC Attorney General assistance in 
determining ownership

Å Apr 1991 ɀ SC Attorney GeneralɅs office assigns outside attorney to perform title search

Å Aug 1991 ɀ Internal Dam Safety Program memo says outside attorney was unable to provide 
any conclusive establishment of owners of the dam

Å Feb 1992 ɀ Dam Safety Program letter states staff attorney has performed an extensive title 
search and concludes South Lake Inc. owns the southern (downstream) portion of the dam 
and the shareholders of Sunnyhill, Inc own the remainder.  Shareholders of Sunnyhill, Inc. are 
named as John C. West Sr., Sheddie Tetterton , and Alice Ford.

Å Jun 1992 ɀ Dam Safety Program issues a repair order to John C. West, Sr., Sheddie Tetterton , 
Alice Ford, and South Lake, Inc.

Å Jun 1992 ɀ Attorney for West, Tetterton  and Ford claim they are not responsible for dam, but 
still hired an engineer to assess condition of dam and found it adequate

Å July 1992 ɀ Attorneys for West, Tetterton , and Ford file a petition to appeal repair order in the 
court of common pleas

Å Aug 1992 ɀ Permit application received.  As owner, application states ɈUnknown but allegedly 
West, Tetterton, Ford, South Lake, ϥnc.ɉ Application is signed by Attorney for Tetterton.

Å Dec 1992 ɀ Attorney for Tetterton, et al motions to Court to add Highway Dept. as a party to 
the lawsuit

Å Apr 1993 - Judge determines that not all remedies have been pursued and West, Tetterton, 
et al must request a hearing before the SC Land Resources Conservation Commission before 
appealing to Court of Common Pleas

Å July 1994 - Dam Safety Program moves from SC Land Resources Conservation Commission 
to DHEC; SCLRCC dissolved as an agency

Å Aug 1994 ɀ Contested Case Hearing is held.

Å July 1995 ɀ Hearing officerɅs findings of fact released. Officer finds ownership may rest with 
multiple parties, and provides reasons why, but that Repair Order should be dismissed.

Å Aug 1995 ɀ DHEC Board takes up hearing officerɅs findings

Å Nov 1995 ɀ DHEC Board directs staff to re-issue a repair order

Å Dec 1995 ɀ Dam Safety Program adds Outlaw, Green and Montgomery as dam owners

Å Jan 1996 ɀ Outlaws appeal the issuance of a repair order, claim not dam owners

Å Feb 1997 ɀ Dam Safety Program petitions Court of Common Pleas for Kershaw County to 
decide ownership of dam

Å Mar 1998 ɀ Dam Safety Program proposes a settlement with defendants

Å Jan 2001 ɀ Settlement agreement signed by Judge Barber

Disclaimer: This is not intended to be a complete and fully accurate summary!
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Settlement Agreement (2001)
Defendants*:

1. John C. West, Sr.

2. Sheddie Tetterton

3. Alice B. Ford

4. Marlon and Elizabeth Outlaw

5. Bebe R. Bailey

6. Michael Y. Horton

7. Wade A. Green

8. Fred and Sheridan Oxley

9. Tommy S. Granger

10. Stephen and Elizabeth Shataka

11. Col. Hudson R. and Ruth L. Hurst

12. Marquis B. and Shirely C. Reger

13. Lane Garrity

14. John M. and Annah J. Deal

15. Wendle W. and Cora L. Wolfe

16. Melvin and Beverly Kaye Harris

17. William E. and Barbara H. Rush

18. Jim Fike

19. James H. and Frances A. 
Montgomery

20. George T. and Margaret S. Cracraft

21. Cary S. and Leslie P. Strozyk

22. Paula T. Bordner

23. FCCA, LLC c/o Anthony M. and Sarah 
C. Messier

24. James E. Sullivan c/o Randy and 
Bonnie Sullivan

25. South Lake Homeowners 
Association, Inc.

26. South Carolina Department of 
Transportation

*Includes spouses, children, heirs and any persons claiming any right, title, estate, interest 

in or lien upon lots bordering Sunny Hill Pond aka Upper Sunnyhill Pond
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HOA Creation
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Quitclaim Deed
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Certificate of Dissolution (2013)
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Registered Agent Correspondence 
(2014)



Current Condition of 
Dam
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Preliminary Investigation
ÅCity of Camden Assistance
ÅAdditional Funding Still Available

ÅComponents of Dam Investigation
ÅGeotechnical (Sub-Surface)

ÅHydrologic & Hydraulic
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Geotechnical

ÅGeophysical Investigation
ÅFrequency Domain 

Electromagnetics

ÅGround Penetrating Radar

ÅNon-Invasive techniques

ÅNo soil borings, cone 
penetrometer tests, etc. 
(nothing invasive performed)
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spillway

sinkhole
36ò pipe

outlet (not visible)area of sediment 

buildup
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SEDIMENT BUILD UP 

NEAR 36ò OUTLET

Lower Sunnyhill Pond


