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Highlight key changes to the Satellite Sewer
System General Permit

Explain the rationale behind the updates

Gather stakeholder feedback and answer
guestions
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Why Are We Updating the Permit?

DHEC is now 2 different agencies (DPH & DES)

Align with updated state and federal regulations

Update reporting procedures

Address aging infrastructure and system failures

Improve coordination with regional areas/treatment facilities
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Current Version

OPERA PERMIT

Satellite Sewer System
Operation & Maintenanceé Requirements

PERMIT #: S3S000000
This operating permit 15 a general permit and sets reqm.re-menls for Satellite Sewer Systems under the
ovisions of R.61-9.610. Co’\.‘emae under this t is set by the S.C. Dept. of Health and Environmental
ontrol (DHEC) under R 61-0.610 6(a) for satellite system owners. Exemptions from coverage include
components of a satellite system serving a single fanily dwelling, or a duplex dwelling. or dwellings of the
same family on one piece of property. See definitions in R.61-9.

Satellite cewer system means a sewer system that is owned or operated by one person r].uzt discharges to a
system that is owned or operated by a different person. Satellite sewer systems depend on person
for final wastewater treatment and discharge and include systems approved under B_61- 9 505 3.

Nothing in this permit supersedes a more stringent requirement that may be imposed by sewer system
owners that manage wastewater from satellite systems. This permit does not authorize any discharge froma
sewer system to the environment. Such discharges are a violation of the Pollution Control Act (S.C. Code §
48-1-90(a)(2008)). This permit is effective for an owner upon notification by DHEC until a separate
notification is provided of permit coverage being revoked. modified or reissued. Owners that already have
coverage under the prior permit do not need to uohfx- DHEC. Owner coverage shifts to this permit
automatically.

Any noncompliance with the terms, conditions or requirements of this permit constitutes a violation of
the Pollution Control Act and is grounds for enforcement action.

/]% f? mﬂ/ g@?ﬁjﬁ Tssued: Jamary 4, 2012

déBessonel. P.E., Director Expiration: January 4, 2017
Wanm' Facilities Permitting Division .
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1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

The requirements to properly operate and maintain satellite sewer systems are the responsibility of the system
owner as follows:

(a) Properly manage, operate, and maintain in good working order at all times all parts of its sewer system(s),
as permitted by DHEC. to include maintaining contractual operation agreements to provide services, if
appropriate. Adecuate access to system components shall be maintained;

(b) Prowvide adequate capacity to convey base flows and peak flows for all parts of the sewer system or. if capital
improvements are necessary to meet this standard, develop a schedule of short and long term improvements;

() Take all reasonable steps to prevent, stop and mitigate the impact of releases of wastewater to the
environment, inclnding but not limited to implementing a written operation/'maintenance plan (electronic
copy is acceptable). The plan mmst contain appropriate elements including but not limited to: current
system map, schedule for inspections and'or line cleaning, schedule for equipment testing. and methods for
addressing system problems (ie., emergency respense methods fo include how to repair equipment in a
timely fashion and effect needed site clean up and sanitation). Upon request, plans shall be made available
for DHEC review.

1.Onwmers newly covered by this permit nmst implement the operation/maintenance plan within six
months of notification of initial permit coverage.

il Owmers covered by the prior permit will update the operation/maintenance plan if needed no later than
two months from the 1ssuance of this permit;

(d) Maintain adequate inventory of spare parts and equipment {or have timely access to such);

(2) Maintain a sewer system contact phone number (24 hour) so people can report system problems (e.g..
sewer release, missing manholes. vandalism). This mumber nmst be provided to any customers of the sewer
system, to DHEC, to the inimediate downstream sewer system owned by a different entity and posted at
pump stations to accomplish a timely response to problems;

(f) Keep records of system operation and maintenance activities for three years to document compliance with this
permit. Such records nmst be made available to DHEC staff upon request; and

(g) The pﬂmrteed.uz]lﬂmmmDI-IEC ‘within a reasonable time, any information that DHEC may request to
de whether the perni has complied with this permit. Thepemntnee&hal.la]lvaHEC EPA oran
authorized contractor to inspect at reasonable times sewer system facilities.

. PROPOSED PERMIT TRANSFERS

A transfer of this permit coverage based on a proposed or actual change in ownership of the applicable sewer
system must be subject to demonstration that the proposed permittee will be a viable wastewater system owner in
accordance with R.61-9.600. The owner must notify DHEC in writing 30 days before a proposed change in
ownership of a sewer system. Notice should be made via submission of DHEC form 2614 Review of viability for
the purpose of a proposed transfer will consider the following:

(a) If the proposed wastewater svstem owner does not own other wastewater svstems in South Carolina. the
demonstration nmst include the submission of a business plan which demonstrates how the system will be
self-sustaining and that the owner has the commitment and capability (financial managerial. and technical
capability) to consistently comply with applicable laws and regulations governing wastewater collection.
treatment. and disposal

(b) If the proposed wastewater system is connecting to an existing system where the ownership will be the

same (proposed and existing system having the same owner). this demonstration is not required.

If the proposed wastewater system owner already owns other wastewater systems in South Carolina. DHEC
may consider financial and managerial information related to the owner's other wastewater system
operations m the state.

(c)

3. REPORTING OF SEWER SYSTEM RELEASES

The sewer svstem ovwner (or applicable representative) must notify DHEC as soon as possible. but no later that

within 24 hours (orally or electronically) upon discovery whenever any release:
(a) reaches the surface waters of the state. or
() poses a threat to human health or the environment. or
(c) exceeds an estimated 500 gallons.

A known release that does not meet the threshold above should be documented in the owners records. When
investigating a potential release due to a problem with a pump station. the investigation should include an
evaluation of upstream manholes. During normal working hours oral notifications should be made to the numbers
in the table.

After-hour oral notification should be made to COUNTY (Organized by Ri Office Coverage) PHONE
the 24-Hour Emergency Response telephone [ — = 24 0R0.5500
mumiber 803-253-6488 or 1-888-481-0125 outside Graem-illel Pickens 2542411090
of the Columbia area. e Sparanown, Union 15953800
: S . . - |Chermkee Spartanburg. 254-505-3
A written submission (using DHEC Form 3683 c e Yok 2039857251
or submission with equivalent information) shall ari .L - —— Frrr— S Een0aa0
also be provided within five (5) days of the time Beaubﬂ. Coleton IHa fon - 2438451030
the system owner becomes aware of the M - — -
Aiken, Alendale, Bai , Bamwell, Calhoun, Ora 3036417670
circumstances.  Reports nust be faxed (803-808- P:J = B:ﬂ Dilonrgl M H;@blunq B4 a5 14505
4215) or submitted to DHEC at the following: . - . — s =
- A P = Barkeley, Chardeston. Dorchester 430530150
Warer Poll "ol Div. - -
3;}3:1 f ;", :;f:::.(g;;% Division Pbbeville, Edgefild, Greerwood, Laurens, McComick, Saluda | 8642030323
= Ll o PhdieE, P 37 37
2600 Bull Street/ Columbia, SC 29201, Geonetoan, Hory, Wiksmsoury EA33 45T
Clarendon, Kershaw, Lee, Sumiter 803-778-1531

4. OBLIGATION TO NOTIFY DHEC

The permittee nmst submit to DHEC. within 60 days of notice of coverage under this permit. a completed Satellite
Sewer Svstem Owner Notification Form (DHEC form 2614) as well as related information requested by DHEC
needed to identify the scope of the satellite sewer system. The permittee must notify DHEC within 30 days of any
changes of address. telephones. authorized representative and 'or emergency contact information on DHEC form
2614
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New Version

PERATING PERMIT

. Satellite Sewer System _
Operation & Maintenance Requirements
Permit #: 555000000

This operating permit is a general permit and sets requirements for Satellite Sewer Systems under the provisions of S.C.
Code Ann Regs. 61-9.610.6. Coverage under this permit 1s set by the S.C. Department of Environmental Services (SCDES)
under 5.C. Code Ann Regs. §61-9.610.6(a) for satellite system owners. Exemptions from coverage include components of a
satellite system that are considered a service connection based on the definition set forth in S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 61-67. See also,
definitions in 8.C. Code Ann. Regs. §1-9.122 2.

Satellite sewer system means a sewer system, as defined by Pollution Control Act (S.C. Code Ann. §48-1-10(10)), that 1s
owned by one person that discharges to a system that is owned by a different person. This includes sewer systems that discharge
to systems approved under 5.C. Code Ann. Regs. 61-9.505.8.

Nothing in this permit supersedes a more stringent requirement that may be imposed by sewer system owners that
manage wastewater from satellite systems. This permit does not authorize any discharge from a sewer system to the environment.
Such discharges are a violation of the Pollution Control Act (S.C. Code Ann_ §48-1-90(a)(2008))

Any noncompliance with the terms. conditions or requirements of this permit constitutes a violation of the Pollution
Control Act and is grounds for enforcement action.

This permit is being issued with a finite term and is effective for an owner upon notification by SCDES until a separate
notification is provided of permit coverage being revoked, modified or reissued.

7—:2‘1 /_,/j/(#“ f

Douglas B. Kinard, PE, Director
Drinking Water and Recreational
Waters Protection Division

Issued: MM/DD/YYYY
Expiration: MM/DD/YYYY

1. General Requirements

The requirements to properly operate and mamtain satellite sewer systems are the Iesponsﬂnht} of the system owner as fn]lo\\ EH

a) The permittee sha
sewer sy sbem(s] as permitted or otherwise approved for operation by the South Carolina Department of Environmental
Services (SCDES). This includes maintaining any contractual agreements necessary to ensure the continued provision of
sewer services. where applicable. Adequate access to all system components shall be maintained to support operation,
inspection, maintenance, and emergency response activities of the sewer system(s). This requirement also applies in
cases where no formal construction or operation approvals were issued by SCDES;

b) Provide adequate capacity to convey base flows and peak flows for all parts of the sewer system or, if capital
improvements are necessary to meet this standard, develop. maintain, revise, and make available for SCDES review, a
schedule of short and long term improvements. If any capital improvements, upgrades, or maintenance activities warrant
construction permuts per S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 61-67, additional submittals may need to be made to

c) Take all reasonable steps to stop any release of wastewater to the environment, prevent recurrence of such releases= and
mitigate the impacts of releases to the environment, mcluding but not limited to performing cleaning or sanitation of the
affected area, developing plans to prevent recurrence of releases, and implementing a written operation‘maintenance plan
(electronic copy 1s acceptable) that 1s updated and maintained throughout permit coverage. The plan shall be made
available for SCDES review and contain appropriate elements including but not limited to:

i.  current system map showing all components of the satellite sewer system as defined by the Pollution Control
Act (S.C. Code Ann. §48-1-10(10));
1. total length of sewer system (in miles) in aggregate excluding private service laterals;
. nearby waters ofthe state, as defined by 5.C. Code Ann. Regs. 61-9.122.2, that could be impacted from
overflow/;
1. schedule for inspections and/or line cleaning, schedule for equipment testing; and
v. methods for addressing system problems
+  emergency response methods
= include how to repair equipment in a timely fashion
+  site clean-up and sanitation
= reporting of signiﬁcznt nvarﬂows

vi. Owners newly covered by this permit must implement the operation and maintenance plan w1th.|.n six (6) months

of notification of initial permit coverage.
vil. Owners covered by the prior permit will update the operation and mantenance plan, if necessary, no later than
six (6) months from the issuance of this permit

d) Maintain adequate inventory of (or have timely access to) spare parts and

&) Maintain a contact name, phone number (24-hour) and/or e-mail address, for a representative of the sewer system, in the
SCDES online permitting system. This number and/or e-mail must be provided to any customers of the sewer system, to
SCDES, to the immediate downstream sewer system owned by a different entity and posted at any/all pump stations to
accomplish a timely response to problems and so individuals can report system problems including but not limited to
sewer releases, missing manholes, vandalism, etc.;

f) Keep records of operation and maintenance activities for the sewer system for three (3) years to document compliance
with the permit. Such records must be made available to SCDES staff upon request;

g) Conditions in which the sewer system has had more than two (2) significant spills, as defined by S.C. Code Ann. §48-1-
95(5), per one-hundred (100) miles of its aggregate collection system miles, during a twelve (12) month period, are
subject to the Pollution Control Act (S.C. Code Ann. §48-1-95); and

h) The permittee shall furnish to SCDES. within a reasonable time. any information that SCDES may request to determine
whether the permittee has complied with this permit. The permittee shall allow SCDES, EPA. or an authonzed contractor
to inspect, at reasonable times, all sewer system facilities and activities.

2. Proposed Permit Transfers

A transfer of this permit coverage based on a proposed or actual change in ownership of the applicable sewer system must be
subject to demonstration that the proposed permittee will be a viable wastewater system owner in accordance with R 61-3.600.
The owner must notify SCDES in writing or through the current SCDES electronic database thirty (30) days before a proposed
change in ownership of a sewer system. Notice should be made via submission for SCDES form 2614. Review of viability for the
purpose of a proposed transfer will consider the following:

a) If the proposed wastewater system owner does not own other wastewater systems in South Carolina, the demonstration
must include the submission of a business plan that demonstrates how the system will be self-sustaining, and that the
owner has the commitment and capability (financial, managerial and technical capab1l1tj-) to consistently comply with
applicable laws and regulations gov erning wastewater collection. treatment and

b) If the proposed wastewater system is connecting to an existing system where the ownership will be the same (proposed
and existing system having the same owner). this demonstration is not required: and

c) Ifthe proposed wastewater system owner already owns other wastewater systems in South Carolina, SCDES may
consider financial and managerial information related to the owner’s other wastewater system operations in the state.

3. Reporting of Sewer System Releases

The sewer system owner (or applicable representative) must notify SCDES as soon as possible, but no later than 24-hours (orally
and electronically) upon discovery whenever any release:

a) reaches the surface waters of the state, and/or

b) poses a threat to human health or the environment, and/or

c) exceeds an estimated 500 gallons.
A known release that does not meet the threshold above should be documented in the owner’s records. When investigating a
potential release due to a problem with a pump station, the investigation should include an evaluation of upstream manholes
During normal working hours, notifications should be made by phone call to the local SCDES Regional Office for the area and
through the SCDES online permitting system.
A formal submission via the SCDES online permitting system using a sewer system overflow and pump station failure form, must
be completed within five (5) calendar days from the time the system owner becomes aware of the incident or circumstances.
After hour notifications must be made through the SCDES online permitting system and by voicemail left at the local SCDES
Regional Office, with a follow-up phone call the next business day to the local SCDES Regional Office.
Reports must be submitted in the SCDES online permitting system at https://epermweb.dhec sc.gov/ncore/external/home or at the
following

‘Wastewater Compliance Section
SCDES-Bureau of Water
2600 Bull Street
Columbia, SC 29201

4. Obligation to Notify SCDES

The permittes must submit to SCDES, within sixty (60) days of notice of coverage under this permit, a completed Satellite
Sewer System Owner Notification Form (SCDES form 2614), as well as related information requested by SCDES needed to
1dentify the scope of the satellite sewer system. The permuttes must notifyy SCDES within thirty (30) days of any changes of
address, telephone numbers, authorized representative, and/or emergency contact information on SCDES form 2614,
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Permit #: 555000000

This operating permit 1s a general permit and sets requirements for Satellite Sewer Systems under the provisions of 5.C.
Code Ann Regs. 61-9.610.6. Coverage under this permit 1s set by the 5.C. Department of Environmental Services (SCDES)
under 5.C. Code Ann Regs. 61-9.610.6(a) for satellite system owners. Exemptions from coverage include components of a
satellite system that are considered a service connection based on the definition set forth in S.C. Code Ann Regs. 61-67. See also,
definitions 1n S.C. Code Ann Regs. 61-9.122.2.

Satellite sewer system means a sewer system, as defined by Pollution Control Act (S.C. Code Ann. §48-1-10(10)), that 1s
owned by one person that discharges to a system that 1s owned by a different person. This includes sewer systems that discharge
to systems approved under S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 61-9.505.8.

Nothing 1n this permit supersedes a more stringent requirement that may be imposed by sewer system owners that
manage wastewater from satellite systems. This permit does not authorize any discharge from a sewer system to the environment.
Such discharges are a violation of the Pollution Control Act (5.C. Code Ann. §48-1-90(a)(2008)).

Any noncompliance with the terms, conditions or requirements of this permit constitutes a violation of the Pollution
Control Act and 15 grounds for enforcement action.

This permut 15 being 1ssued with a finite term and 15 effective for an owner upon notification by SCDES until a separate
notification is provided of permit coverage being revoked, modified or reissued |

| 7_{:, LAk (O

Douglas B. Kinard, PE, Director
Drinking Water and Recreational

Waters Protection Division

Issued: MALDD/YYYY
Expiration: MM/DD/YYYY




SC DEPARTMENT of
= ENVIRONMENTAL
@  SERVICES

New Version-General Requirements

1. General Requirements

The requirements fo properly operate and mainfain satellite sewer systems are the responsibility of the system owner as
follows:

a) ProperlyThe permittee shall at all times properly manage, operate, and maintain_ in good working order-at-all
times-, all partscomponents of its sewer system(s).) as permitted or otherwise approved for operation by DHEC-fo
inchudethe South Carolina Department of Environmental Services (SCDES). This includes maintaining any
confractual operation-agreements fo-providenecessary fo ensure the continued provision of sewer services, i
appropriate-where applicable. Adequate access to all system components shall be maintamed fo support operation.
inspection. maintenance. and emergency response activities of the sewer system(s). This requirement also applies
in cases where 00 formal construction or operation approvals were issued by SCDES;
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New Version-General Requirements Cont’d

b) Provide adequate capacity to convey base flows and peak flows for all parts of the sewer system or. if capital
improvements are necessary to meet this standard, develop. mainfain revise and make available for SCOES
review. a schedule of short and long term improvements. If any capital improvements. upgrades. or maintenance

activities warrant construction permits per S.C. Code Ann. Regs. §1-67. additional submittals mav need to be

made to SCDES;

c) Take all reasonable steps fo prevent—stop any release of wastewater to the environment. prevent recurrence of
such releases. and mitigate the impactimpacts of releases-efseastewater to the environment, including but not
limited to performing cleaning or sanitation of the affected area. developing plans to prevent recurrence of
releazes. and implementing a written operation/maintenance plan (electronic copy 15 acceptablet.) that is wpdated
and maintained throughout permit coverage. The plan sustshall be made available for SCDES review and contain
appropriate elements including but not limited to:

1. current svstem map-- showing all components of the satellite sewer system as defined by the Pollution
Control Act (S5.C. Code Ann. 8§48-1-10{107);

ii. total length of sewer svstem (in miles) in ageregate excluding private service laterals;
1. nearby waters of the state. as defined by 5.C. Code Ann. Regs. §1-0.122 2 that could be impacted from

overflow/spillage:
v, schedule for inspections and/or line cleaming, schedule for equipment testing-: and
v.__methods for addressing system problems
o La—emergency response methods
o iednclude how fo repair equipment in a fimely fashion
+  andeffectneededsite clean-up and sanitation}Dpen requestplansshatl- be-made available for
» reporting of significant overflows
»  methods for public notification in order fo mitigate the impact of releases of wastewater.
vi. Owners newly covered by this permit must implement the operation’ and maintenance plan within six (6)
months of notification of initial permit coverage.
vii. Owners covered by the prior permit will update the operation/ and maintenance plan, if needednecessary,
no later than fwosix (6) months from the issnance of this permit:.




SC DEPARTMENT of
S ENVIRONMENTAL
@  SERVICES

New Version-General Requirements

d)

e)

Cont’d

Maintain adequate inventory of (or have timelv access to) spare parts and equipment-(or-have fimelv-access fo
such):;

Mamtmn 2 sewer fvSiﬂJI contan:t 1ame, phone umber (24-hour) so-people-can report-system problems (8.2
and/or e-mail address, for a representative of the sewer system. i
th& SCDES nnlme themutrmcr system. This number and or e-mail must be provided fo any customers of the sewer
system, fo DPEECSCDES, fo the immediate downstream sewer system owned by a different enfify and posted at
any/all pump stations to accomplish a timely response to problems: and so mdividuals can report system problems

inchuding but not imited to sewer releases. missing manholes. vandalism. efc

Keep records of systes-operation and matntenance activities for the sewer system for three (3) vears to document
compliance with thsthe permit. Such records must be made available to BEECSCDES staff upon request; aad
Conditions i which the sewer system has had more than two (2) significant spills. as defined by 5.C. Code Amn

548-1-05(5). per one-hundred (100) miles of 1ts asoresate collection svstem miles. during a fwelve (12) month

period, are subject to the Pollution Control Act (S.C. Code Ann §48-1-05): and

&) The permuttee shall furnish to SEEES5CDES, within a reasonable time, any mformation that

DHECSCDES may request fo determine whether the permittee has complied with this permit. The permuttee shall
allow DEECSCDES, EPA. or an authorized confractor fo mspect, at reasonable times, all sewer system facilities

and activities.
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New Version-Proposed Permit
Transfers

2. Proposed Permit Transfers

A transfer of this permit coverage based on a proposed or actual change in ownership of the applicable sewer system
nust be subject to demonstration that the proposed permittee will be a viable wastewater system owner in accordance
with R 61-9.600. The owner must notify BPHEESCDES in writing or through the current SCDES electronic database
thirty (30) days before a proposed change m ownership of a sewer system. Notice should be made via subnussion of
BHECfor SCDES form 2614. Review of viability for the purpose of a proposed transfer will consider the followmg:
a) Ifthe proposed wastewater system owner does not own other wastewater systems in South Carolma, the
demonstration must include the subnussion of a business plan whiehthat demonstrates how the system will be
self-sustaining. and that the owner has the comnutment and capability (financial, managenal: and technical
capability) to consistently comply with applicable laws and regulations governing wastewater collection,
treatment. and disposal.;
b) Ifthe proposed wastewater system 15 connecting fo an existing system where the ownership will be the same
(proposed and existing system having the same owner), fhis demonstration is not required.; and
¢) Ifthe proposed wastewater system owner already owns other wastewater systems in South Carolina,
DHECSCDES may constder financial and managerial information related to the owner's other wastewater
system operations in the state.
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New Version-Reporting of Sewer
System Releases

3. Reporting of Sewer Svstem Releases

The sewer system owner (or applicable representative) must notify DHECSCDES as soon as possible, but no later that
withinthan 24-hours (orally erand electronically) upon discovery whenever any release:

a) reaches the surface waters of the state, and or

b) poses a threat fo human health or the environment, and or

¢) exceeds an estimated 500 gallons.
A known release that does not meet the threshold above should be documented in the owner’s records. When

investigating a potential release due to a problem with a pump station, the investigation should include an evaluation

of upstream manholes. Dunng normal working hours-esa!, notifications should be made by phone call to the sumbess-

slocal SCDES Regional Office for the fablearea and through the SCDES online permutting system.
After hour oralnotificationshonld bemade [ ponnmyinc o od b Docion o e oo o
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New Version-Reporting of Sewer
System Releases Cont’d

%&Heafmnul submlssmn hn fhe SCDES onling permitfing system using DHEC-Form-3685-or submission-with-
cuivalentinformation) sk e prevideda sewer system overflow and pump station failure form. ot be
@M wif hm fwe (3¢ alenmr calendar days e4from the fime the system owner becomes aware of the incident or
CLTCUMmSHRNCES.

After hour netifications awst be made through the SCDES online permitting svstem and by voicemail left at the local
SCDES Regional Office. with a follow-up phone call the next business day to the local SCDES Regional Office.
Reports must be faxed.(303-808-4215) o submitted fo-DHEC-at-the-in the SCDES online permutting system af
hitps.//epermweD.dhec sc govincore external home o at the following:

Fater-Pothetion-Controt-Division- Wastewater Compliance Section
SCDES-Bureau of Water DFEC
2600 Bull Street
#Columbra, SC 29201
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4, Obligation to Notify BEEESCDES

The pemuttee st submst fo DEECSCDES, witun sty (60) days of notce of coverage under s permt 2
completed Satelite Senver System Owner Notfication Form (BHECSCDES form 2014, as well as related
iformation sequested by DHECSCOES needed to dentiy th scope ofthe satelle sewer systemn. The permuts
st oty DEECSCOES withen ity (30) days of any changes of addres, felephonestelephons mumbers,
authortzed represeataive, and or emergeacy contact miommation on DEECSCDES form 14
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e Submit written comments/questions

We Wa Nt by October 23, 2025 '

Your

 Contact: Matt.Hauser@des.sc.gov ,
Feedback (803)898-4306

o



mailto:Matt.Hauser@des.sc.gov

EEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Questions???
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