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Clean Water Act: A Summary
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Adopt Water Quality Standards

Monitor Water Quality

Assess Water Quality

List Impaired Waters – 303(d) List

Develop TMDLs

Control Point Sources via NPDES 
Permits

Manage Nonpoint Sources 
through voluntary, locally-led 
conservation efforts



Watersheds Program
Providing technical, educational and financial assistance

to restore and protect water quality.

• SC Watershed Atlas
• Watershed Planning
• Stakeholder Engagement

• Watershed Plan 
Development Grant

• Section 319 Grant for 
Implementation Projects

• Champions of the 
Environment Grant

• SC Adopt-a-Stream



Nonpoint Source Program

Watershed Plan 
Development Grant

• Identify surface water pollutants 
that impact source water

• Make recommendations for 
implementation

• Address EPA’s 9 required elements
• No funding match requirement
• 2-year grant program

Accepting applications
spring 2027

Grant programs to restore and protect water quality

Section 319 Grant

• Implement an approved 
Watershed Plan

• Complete practices that lead to 
measurable water quality 
improvement

• Spend 75% of funds on the ground
• Include education & outreach
• 40% match funding requirement
• 3-year grant program

Accepting applications
summer 2026 

Streambank Restoration by Save Our Saluda

Before

After



BMP Examples
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• Septic repair / sewer tie-on
• Stream improvement
• Cropland management
• Livestock management
• Forestry best practices
• Stormwater practices
• Protection efforts
• Nature-based solutions



Partnerships
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• Forestry Commission
• NRCS
• SWCDs
• Municipal Government
• Non-profits
• Watershed 

Organizations
• Tribes



Get in touch
Shea McCarthy // Nonpoint Source Coordinator

Shea.McCarthy@des.sc.gov

803.898.4401

des.sc.gov

@SouthCarolinaDES

@SouthCarolinaDES

South Carolina Department 
of Environmental Services

South Carolina Department 
of Environmental Services

@SC_EnvServices

Sign up for our 
email list!
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