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S.C. Solid Waste Policy 
& Management Act of 1991
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• Regulatory framework
• State Solid Waste Management Plan
• Promote waste reduction/recycling 
• Set recycling goals
• County recycling programs



Office of Solid Waste Reduction 
and Recycling 
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• S.C. Solid Waste Policy and Management 
Act of 1991

• Non-regulatory, Non-enforcement, Non-
compliance

• Technical assistance
• Outreach/Education
• Grant funding 

$2 Lead-Acid 
Batteries

$2 Large 
Appliances

$2 New or Used 
Replacement Tires

$.02/Quart Motor 
Oil

Advance Recycling Fees



State Recycling Goals
• By 2030:
• Recycling Goal = 50%
• Disposal Goal = ≤3.25 lbs. / 

person / day
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Solid Waste Management 
Annual Report

S O U T H  C A R O L I N A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S 5

• Reported by counties
• Recycled 990,863 tons of MSW
• MSW recycle rate = 21.2% 
• 1.0 lbs./person/day



Recycling 101
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• Very markets-driven
• Supply vs. demand
• Company values
• Price
• County/city funding



Campaigns
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Recycle Right SC
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• Increase participation
• Decrease contamination
• Education/Outreach



Don’t Waste Food SC
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• Prevent food waste
• Increase awareness
• Decrease food waste in landfills
• Alleviate hunger
• Education
• Influence behavioral changes



Take Charge: Be Battery Smart
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• Use according to instructions
• Charge correctly
• Store safely
• Properly dispose



Composting:  Recycling Naturally
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• Many composting systems
• Nitrogen (greens) vs Carbon 

(brown)
• 1:3 Ratio
• Other factors:  Temperature, 

moisture, turning frequency, 
particle size, pile size



Office Resources
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Smart Business Recycling Program
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• Free, confidential technical support
• Phone calls
• Site visits
• Resources
• Provide data
• Smart Business Recycling Award



Smart Business Recycling Program
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• Analysis of waste management set-up
• Assist in suggesting vendors
• Educational material
• Graphic design
• Lunch and Learns/ professional development
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Preparing for Site Visit
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• What types of waste are you creating? 
• How much/ often?
• How is material being stored?
• Who are your vendors?



Analysis of Waste Management System
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FY25 Survey
• County
• Type of commodity
• Weights
• Vendors
• Submit PDF to 

SmartBiz@des.sc.gov or Re-TRAC
• Due by November 7, 2025
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mailto:SmartBiz@des.sc.gov


Re-TRAC
• https://app.re-trac.com/login
• County
• Type of commodity
• Weights
• Vendors
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https://app.re-trac.com/login


Excel Template Example
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Types of Waste

Post-Consumer Pre-Consumer

• Direct result of 
manufacturing process

• Scrap or off-spec raw material
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• Not directly from 
manufacturing process

• Office packaging
• Employee generated
• Cardboard, pallets, crates 



Smart Biz Award
Application
• Materials collected
• Waste reduction methods
• Education
• Working with community 
• Cost savings
• Sustainability efforts
• Food waste reduction
• Due by November 7, 2025
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FY24 Smart Biz Winner:  
Mercedes-Benz Vans, LLC
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FY24 Smart Biz Winner:  
Mercedes-Benz Vans, LLC
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Past Winners
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Columbia 
Metropolitan 
Convention 
Center

Dodge 
Mechanical 
Power 
Transmission 
Greenville 
Gear PlantShutterfly

Devro, Inc.



Distribution Strategy
• Re-TRAC database
• Excel database
• Social media
• Local partners

• S.C. Dept. of Commerce
• Sustain SC
• Manufacturing Alliances

• Counties/municipalities
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FY24 Data
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County Count County Count County Count
Abbeville 1 Dorchester 6 Lee 1

Aiken 5 Florence 1 Lexington 25
Anderson 6 Fairfield 1 Marlboro 1
Beaufort 6 Georgetown 3 Newberry 4
Berkeley 8 Greenville* 25 Oconee 3
Calhoun 2 Greenwood 1 Orangeburg 4

Charleston 5 Horry 26 Pickens 3
Cherokee 2 Jasper 8 Richland 1
Darlington 1 Kershaw 1 Spartanburg 1

Dillon 1 Laurens 3 York 65

* Greenville County had 10 surveys from the same company but different locations  



FY24 Data
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Statewide Total # of Businesses
Total # of Surveys 

Submitted
11 192 232



To date in 
FY25
• 140 companies 

submitted thus 
far

• 23 counties 
• 11 statewide 

companies
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County Count County Count 
Abbeville 1 Jasper 6
Anderson 2 Laurens 2
Beaufort 2 Lee 1
Berkeley 1 Lexington 18
Calhoun 2 Marlboro 2

Dorchester 3 Newberry 2
Florence 1 Oconee 1

Georgetown 1 Orangeburg 1
Greenville 10 Pickens 2

Greenwood 1 Richland 2
Horry 5 Statewide 8

York 40



To date in 
FY25
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Issues
SCDES 
• No contact
• Outdated contact
• Incorrect/unclear data
• Risk of overcounting
• Different avenues for getting 

data
• County vs SCDES

Business
• Incorrect contact
• Not collecting data

• Still want to know if all 
amounts are zero 

• Company limits on info sharing
• Red flag for government agency

S O U T H  C A R O L I N A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S 3 2



How to Help
• Correct contact
• Submit accurate info
• Separate info by county
• Get data from hauler or create in-house measurement 

protocol
• Send directly to SCDES
• More data    More accurate view    Better infrastructure      

More consistent feedstock    Circularity in SC 
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Future Goals
• Smart Business Workshops
• Separate Annual Report
• Focus Groups 
• Update Smart Business Resources

• Guidebook
• Sustainability Plan 
• Additional resources

• Connections with large businesses
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Discussion Time
• Is your organization currently reporting its recycling data, including metrics related to waste 

diversion and recycling rates? 

• How is that process? 

• Does your business report, or do you have your recycling company report on your behalf? If not, 
why not?

• Do you have the data to give? Are you tracking the data?

• How are you reporting the data? Directly to SCDES or through the county?

• What role/position in your company is responsible for reporting? How is this embedded into 
company culture ensure that reporting continues with employee turnover?

• Traceability, Trackability, Data Reliability

• Are there specific obstacles — whether related to resources, technology, time, turnover, data 
tracking systems, bandwidth, legal issues, or other factors — that we could discuss or address?
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Get in touch
Grace Anne Martin // Recycle Right SC and 
Smart Business Recycling Program Coordinator

Grace.Martin@des.sc.gov

SmartBiz@des.sc.gov

803-898-0998

des.sc.gov

@SouthCarolinaDES

@SouthCarolinaDES

South Carolina Department of 
Environmental Services

South Carolina Department of 
Environmental Services

@SC_EnvServices

mailto:Grace.Martin@des.sc.gov
mailto:SmartBiz@des.sc.gov
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